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This is a vibraphone: What makes this keyboard percussion instrument unique?

The three C's of vibraphone playing are: Control, Chords, and Clarity

Control

o Sound (stroke and playing spots)

Control the stroke: Full strokes (as a matter of habit)

Control the playing spot: Center or Edge (of either manual)

o Pedal

Control space
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Control the degree of resonance
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Full Pedal
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Chords: Every time we pedal, we make a musical decision and a harmonic decision.
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Clarity: Dampening allows us to let some notes ring, but mute others individually
Trailing Mallet Dampening
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Alternating Mallet Dampening
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All exercises are used with permission from The Art of the Vibraphone by Paul Buyer and Josh Gottry © 2017 Meredith Music Publications



